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Billers, Mayor. 


Tueſday the 23d Day of April, 1734, 
and in the ſevemh Tear of the Reign 
of King Grone II. of Great Britain, 
&c. | 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this 
Court be given to the Reverend Doctor 
Roper, for his Sermon preach'd before this 
Court and the Governors of the ſeveral Hoſpi- 
tals of this City, at the Pariſh Church of St. 
Bridget, on Wedneſday in Eaſter-Week laſt, 
and that he be deſir d to print the ſame. 
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Prxoverss, XI. 25. 


The Liberal Man ſhall be made fat; and He 
that watereth, ſhall be water d alſo Himſelf. 
P inferring ſome uſeful and weighty Doctrine, 

above vulgar Apprehenſion, and compoſed from 

apt Similitudes, taken either from fabulous or probable 
Things; in order to make a greater Impreſſion upon 
the Reader, and to lead him in an eaſy and agreeeable 
Manner to the Acknowledgment of the Truths con- 
tained in them. 3 

Of this Sort are the Remarkable Proverbs or Pa- 
rables, for the Word is the fame in the Original, of Jo- 
tham and Nat ban, and others in the Old Teſtament; and . 1 
thoſe of our bleſſed Saviour in the New. And in Allu- &. Cn. 
ſion to this Senſe of the Word, Prophecies are ſometimes _ l, 2, 
call'd Parables ; for thus in Numbers, xxiv. 3. And He, © 
namely Balaam, took up his Parable, or his Prophecy, and 
ſaid. The Word is us'd in the ſame Senſe in ſeveral Pla- 
ces of Ezekzel, where Prophecies are certainly deiver'd g xi 
And the Occaſion of uſing the Word in ſuch a Senſe 2. xx. 49. 
might be this; becauſe Prophecies were ſometimes put 3: 
into a figurative Dreſs, and the Truths foretold in them 
were repreſented under ſuch proper Similitudes and Al- 
luſions, as they were wont tobe in Parables themſelves. 


Or again, Parables contain certain uſeful Obſervations 
upon the Conduct of private Perſons, or the Govern- 
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ROVERBS, according to the Senſe of the 
Word in Scripture, are either ſhort Speeches 


Ver. 4. 


Ver. 17. 


quite the contrary: Namely, that 
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ment of Families, or Cities and Kin 


contracted 
into ſhort Sentences, and in ſo ſtrong and 
Majeſtic a Manner, as to ſtrike with great Force upon 
the Mind, and eafily to be remember'd for the Brevity 
of them. Of this Sort are the Proverbs of Solomon, 
in which are comprehended many excellent Rules of 
various Kinds, built upon the moſt profound Experience 
and Obſervation: And tho are deliver'd without 
that Order and Connexion, which is required by 
the Laws of methodical Diſcourſe, yet, when collected 
together, they make a very comprehenſive Sytem of 
almoſt every Thing, that is uſeful to be known for our 
univerſal Inſtruction, in either private, or civil, or moral 
Life. And tis to be obſerv'd, for it adds both Strength 
and Beauty to this antient Way of Writing, that the 
Truths contain'd in theſe Aphboriſms are frequently il- 
luſtrated by their being expreſſed in an affirmative and 
negative Way; and both Parts are ſet in a. clearer and 
ſtronger Point of Light by the Advantage they receive 
from being compar'd with one another, Thus in the 
Chapter before us, Riches profit not in the Day © 

Wrath, but Righteouſneſs delivereth from Death. T, 

merciful Man doth good to his own Soul; but he that is 
cruel, troubleth his own Fleſh. And again in the Verſe 
before the Text: There is that ſcatteretb, and yet in- 
creaſeth, and There is that with-holdeth more than is 
meet, but it tendeth to Poverty; but, the liberal Soul 


ſhall be made fat, and he that watereth, ſhall be wa- 


ter'd alſo himſelf. As if it had been faid, you diſcern 
from hence the great Miſtakes of Men, who imagine, 


that the only Method of growing Rich, is ever to be 


adding more and more to the Stores 
ſeſs; whereas long Experience, and manifold Obſerva- 
tion upon the Iſſue o 


they already poſ- 


e this penurious Conduct teaches 
the Bleſſing of God, 
ing them up; but, 

what 


Riches are increas'd, not by tr 
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what may ſeem ſurpriſing to thoſe who take only a 

ſuperficial View of Things, by giving them away in a 

liberal and beneficent Manner. He adds to the Heap, 

who diminiſhes from it; for have we not daily Inſtan- 

ces of /iberal Men, who the more they give, the more 
they have? Whereas on the other Part, Obſervation 

furniſhes us with Inſtances of Miſers, who with all 

their Art and Penury have ſtill miſcarried in the on- 

ly Point aim'd at; and by ſome unaccountable 

Accident or other have brought Poverty upon them- 

ſelves, or entail'd it upon their Poſterity, by the ve- 

ry Method which they took to remove it. — Their 

Penury is their Poverty. — But the liberal Man, the 

Man, who from a great and heavenly Mind, rais'd 

above the Love of this World, and the Enjoyment of it, 

and inflam'd with the Love of God and with univer- 

. fal Benevolence to Mankind; the liberal Man, I fay, 
who from ſuch a generous Diſpoſition ſcattereth his 
| Riches for the Good of his Fellow-Creatures, reaps ſtill 
the more, the more he ſcattereth. The more hisCharity 
flows out upon others, it is ſtill bringing in Streams 

of Wealth upon himſelf; and, like Sea, is ſupplied 
by thoſe very Rivers which it continually feeds. In fine, 
ſuch is the Love of God to all thoſe, who imitate their 
heavenly Father in Works of Mercy and Charity, that 
their Ability to do good is increas'd by the Uſe and Ex- 
erciſe of the Power already entruſted to them, and 
are ſure to bediſtinguiſh'd in a very viſible Mannner by 
the Bleſſing of God, upon themſelves or their Families 
in this World, and will be infinitely rewarded in the 

The Words will give me a natural Occaſion of diſ- 
courting ſuitably to the charitable Deſign, which calls us 
together upon every Return of this Feſtival: A Defign, 
which does Credit and Honour to the City itſelf; for 
this great and opulent City never appears, I think, with 
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ſo much true Luſtre and real Dignity, as when ſhe 
makes her ſolemn Proceſſions (in which Charity herſelf 
ſeems to triumph) upon theſe extraordinary Occaſions ; 
and when her chief Magiſtrates, and the Governors of 
her charitable Houſes, are aſſembled together in this 
holy Place, upon this excellent Work of Reporting the 
preſent State of her ſeveral Hoſpitals; the faithful Di- 
ſtribution of thoſe Charities, which have been already 
dedicated to, and what is ſtill farther wanting for the 
Support and Maintenance of, them. 
That I may in ſome Meaſure therefore contribute 
my Part, to do Juſtice to our meeting together upon this 
Occaſion, in treating upon the Words, I ſhall beg 
Leave 


I. Firf t to ſet forth the Qualifications, at leaſt as ma- 
ny of them as the Time will allow me to ſpeak to, 


which are neceſſarily requir'd to form the Character of 
the liberal Man. 


IT. And then Secondly, I ſhall confider the Reward, 
that is propos'd to the Practice of this Virtue. 


I. And the Fir Thing requir'd is certainly this, that 
he give of his own; for what is not honeſtly gotten 
cannot be honeſtly given. If the Fund, ſuppoſe, from 
which he deals out his Alms, is ſupplied by the Arts 
of Fraud and Oppreſſion, or ought to be employed in 
the Diſcharge of juſt and lawful Debts; if he enables 
himſelf for this Work, by Rapine, or ,Extortion, or 
Uſury, or by detaining by Violence, or by the Chi- 
cane of Law, what is juſtly due from him to other 
Perſons: Such a one, let him be ever ſo liberal in the 
Diſtribution of his Charity, or ever fo diſcreet in the 
Conduct f it, and in the Choice of thoſe Objects up- 
on whom he is pleas'd to fix it, is ſo far from deſerv- 


ing 


(7 
ing the Character of the liberal Man, or from being a 
Friend, that he is really a Robber of Mankind; and can- 
not ſo properly be ſaid to give, as to ſteal: For he does 
not give of his own; but only conveys what is the Pro- 
ty of another Perſon, and of which therefore he has 
no Right to diſpoſe, to a Uſe and Purpoſe, which as the 
| Owoner knows nothing of, ſo he cannot be ſuppos d to be 
in any Way conſenting to. 

It muſt beown'd, and we need not be aſham'd of ac- 
knowledging ſo much, even upon this Occafion, and 
before this Aſſembly; and if we ſhou'd conceal it, the 
Faith of Hiſtory wou'd declare it ; that Rapine, and 
Extortion, and Uſury, and Luſt, and Treaſon, have 
laid the Foundations of, and handſomely endow'd, ma- 
ny a charitable Houſe, in this as well as in other 
Countries: But then tho' we have no Occ:fion, from 
the Advantage which Poſterity ſhall receive from their 
Charities, to write fulſome Panegyricks upon ſuch Be- 
nefactors, and againſt the Faith of all Hiſtory, from a 
falſe Notion of Gratitude to their Memories, to em- 
balm them with Virtues which they never had; or 
artfully to diſguiſe thoſe Vices, which ſtand upon 
publick Record, in all the Annals of their own Times: 
Tho' we have no Occaſion, I fay, to be the Orators of 
ſuch Men; yet ſure we ought to bleſs God for the 
Foundations themſelves, and wiſh the Fabrick had been 
_ erected upon better Materials; for Praiſe is due to God 
for the Bleſſings we receive, tho* there be no great Me- 
rit in the Inſtruments by whom they are conveyed. 

I do not take Notice of this, with a View to caſt the 
leaſt Blemiſh upon the Motives of any of thoſe, who 
have either founded, or in any Wav contributed to the 
Endowments of ſuch charitable F ouſes; but only, as 
my Subject neceſſarily directs me, t) obſerve to you in 
general, that Charity muſt be fourded in Juſtice and 
Equity; that Rapine and Extortion cannot be ſancti fied 


by 


Luke, xix. 
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by the greiteſt Liberality and Profuſion, for they are 
juſt what they were, let them be accompanied with 
Works of Charity or not; the moſt liberal Diſtribution 
of Wealth, ariſing from ſuch wicked Arts, cannot alter 
the real Nature and Qualities of them. 

Tho” certainly, in ſome Inſtances, Liberality may 
make amends, where it is out of our Power to make 
any other Satisfaction: For where Perſons, thro' the 
Multiplicity of their Tranſactions in the World, have 
from Ignorance, or, thro' their Greedineſs of Gain, have 
from Deſign and Contrivance, done Injury to any Per- 
ſon; but have it not in their Power, to make Him or 
His Perſonal Satisfaction; there the beſt Satisfaction they 
can make, is to ſubſtitute the Poor in their Stead, and 
to repair their Injuſtice by their Charity: And they may 
be aſſur d from the Mercy of God, and thro* the Merits 
of Chrift, that if they repent them of their Injuries, and 
are willing with Zacheus to give this Teſtimony of 
the Earneſtneſs and Sincerity of it, by making all the 
Satisfaction in their Power, by reſtoring fourfold for 
their Tranſgreſſion, that God will accept of it, and — 
ſhall have the Praiſe and Reward of well-doing. 

2. Secondly, we muſt not only give out of our own, 
but we muſtgive with a good Intention. It is the In- 
tention chiefly, that ſpecifies the Goodneſs or Badneſs of 
every Action; and He can by no Means deſerve the 
Character of a liberal Man, who ſhou'd give all he has 
to the Poor, unleſs this Diſtribution proceeds from a 
Love of God, and, what certainly flows from a true 
Love of God, univerſal Benevolence to Men. The 
Apoſtle ſuppoſes the very Caſe, that it is poſſible for a 


1 Cor. xiii. Man to give all bis Goods to feed the poor, and yet to be 


without Charity. And what can have a more ſpecious 
Appearance of Benevolence to Men, and Zeal for the 
Honour and Glory of God, than to part with all for 
their Sakes, and reduce ourſelves to voluntary Poverty ? 

I And 


=. 
And yet we find, that ſuch a liberal Profuſion of Alms 
may be without Charity; for the meer Largeneſs of the 
Diſtribution cannot alter the Nature of Things, and 
make a bad Intention a good one; and there mult be 


a good Intention to make a Action: A good End 
indeed cannot alter the Nature of a bad Action, and 
convert it into a good one; but a bad End muſt vitiate 
every Action, be it ever ſo materialy good, and degrade 
it into a bad one. 

Deſtitute of a good Intention, Sobriety, Temperance, 
Frug:'itv, are not Virtues; Praying is not Devotion, 
Faſting is not Mortification, Suffering is not Martyrdom, 
Alms-civing is not Mercy. Such Liberality is perhaps 
the Diſtribution of Vanity, or Ambition, or Populari- 
ty; or at the beſt is extorted by a certain Tenderneſs and 
Softneſs of Nature: An excellent Diſpoſition indeed to 
graft the Grace of Charity upon, but ſeparated from a 
right Intention, is really no more a Virtue, than natu- 
ral Parts, or Strength, or Courage, can be called Vir. 
tues. For if this Liberality does not flow from a Love 
of God, it cannot be Charity to Men. Upon this ſtrong 
and ſure Foundation every private and publick Charity 
muſt be laid, or otherwiſe we are only building to our- 
ſelves ſpecious Monuments of earthly Praiſe and Vanity, 
which may indeed continue our Memories for ſome 
time in this World, the only Plac:: they will have their 
Reward in, but never can procure for us the Reward 
of Heaven in the next. „ 

But when a Perſon from the ſerious Conſideration of 
the Relation he ſtands in to the ſupreme Being, and that 
he owesto hisFavour andMercy every Thing he enjoys in 
this World, and every Thing he hopes for in the next, is 
awaken'd by ſuch Reflections into a Senſe of Gratitude 
for all the infinite Mercies and Favours conferr'd upon 
him, and is defirous to expreſs this Senſe of Gratitude 

to God, by being kind and charitable to his Feliow- 
| Creatures, 
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Creatures: (For Gratitude to God muſt be Charity to 
Men,) — and, if he is bleſſed perhaps with a large and 
ſuperior Fortune, ſhall have the Heart to form, as well 
as the Purſe to execute, ſome great and laſting Deſign, 
which may benefit Mankind to all future Generations: 
— Shall, with a Generofity equal to his Eſtate, lay the 
Foundation, ſuppoſe, of ſome chartiable Houſe, where 
Children, who are left deſtitute, and are depriv'd of 
the Care and Induſtry of their Parents to gather for 
them, ſhall be receiv'd and form'd betimes to Virtue 
and Order and Diligence, by a regular and pious Edu- 
cation: Or where the poor aged diſconſolate W:dow, 
who in her Huſband has loſt her whole Support and 
Comfort, ſhall find a Refuge to her Sorrows, and ſhall 
be at Leiſure in ſuch Retreat, to dedicate the Remain- 
der of her Years entirely to the Care of her Soul, and 
the Service and Worſhip of God: Or where the Sicł 
Man may have the beſt Advice and Remedies for the 
Recovery of his Health, the Impotent of his Limbs and 


Strength: Or where the poor unhappy Creature, whoſe 
Imagination is ſo greatly overwhelm'd by the Terrors of 


Melancholy, or diſtracted by the Rage of Phrenzy, that 
he ceaſes to be any longer in the Number of Rational 
Agents, may be recover'd from thoſe violent Diſorders 
of his Fancy ; may be brought to know himſelf again, 
and be reſtor'd to the Bleſſing of his former Reaſon 
and Underſtanding : Or where the Vicious by a pro- 
per Correction may be diſciplin'd to Virtue, and the 
idle Vagrant by Uſe and Practice be inur'd to Labour; 
Charities of as great and real Uſe, as any of the for- 
mer: Or where, — (I ſpeak not ſo much my own Senſe, 
as the Senſe of many wiſe and good Men, who think, 
that we ſtill want a Charitable Houſe of this Sort)— 
the tender Infant may be ſecur'd from the Violence of 
its guilty Parents, who wou'd conceal their Shame in 
its Murder: And can an Hoſpital founded for the Pre- 


vention 
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vention of ſuch barbarous Inſtances of Murder ; and for 
the Education of Children, whoſe Parents either from 
their Poverty cou'd not, or from their Idleneſs and Neg- 
ligence wou'd not beſtow the ſame good Care upon them, 
with any Juſtice be conſider'd as an Heſpital to encou- 
rage Adultery and Lewdneſs? A Perſon, I fay, who 
from ſuch generous Principles ſhall form ſuch great and 
publick Deſigns, and perhaps conſecrate his whole Sub- 
ſtance to the Execution of them: And ſuch, we know, 
were the Characters of many of thoſe excellent Per ſons, 
who either firſt endow'd, or afterwards by their Libera- 
ty enrich'd the many Hoſpitals of this City; with 
which, God be prais'd, it ſo much abounds, to the Ho- 
nour of our Predeceſſors, and tothe Advantage of this, 
and, I hope, of all Ages to come. Such a Man is Libe- 
ral and Beneficent indeed: He is the Glory of his own, 
and the great Example of all future Generations. — 
And as his Liberality is form'd upon ſuch good and ge- 
nerous Principles, and is directed to ſuch pious and ex- 
cellent Uſes: As the Fountain of it is pure, and the 
Streams of it uncorrupted, it will be ſure to bring in 
freſh Supplies upon Him or His, in Proportion to the 
Out-flowings of his Charity; and like a River, the far- 
ther it runs, to grow the larger, by the great Increaſe 
it receives from other Streams. For ſuch Charities have 
the Promiſe of God's particular Bleſſings in this World, 
and of infinite Happineſs in the World to come. 

3- Thirdly, the Charity of the /iberal Man always 
bears a Proportion to the Condition of his Eſtate; for 
as there is in him firſt a vin Mind, it will be ſure to 
be enlarg'd with his Fortune, and his Deſire to do good 
will increaſe with his Capacity of doing it. If he has 
much, be gives plentifully ; if be hath little, ke does his 
Diligence gladly to give of that little. In every Circum- 
ſtance of Life, He conſiders himſelf not as a Proprietor, 
but only as a Steward of the Things of this World; 
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and that he muſt be accountable to God according to 
the Number of Talents intruſted to him. He knows, 
that tho' we have a Property in our Eſtates, guarded 
by Law in reſpect to one another, and can in this Senſe, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, call what we have our own, excluſive- 
ly of any Right, which another Perſon may be ſuppos'd 
to have in them : Yet that in Reſpe& to God the Pro- 
perty is alter'd, and we hold them by another Tenure; 
— That in Reſpect to Him they are not our own; 
for we receive them from him only in Truſt, and con- 
vey'd to us under certain Conditions and Limitations, 
for the Breach of which we muſt be accountable to 
Him. | | 

And as one of the chief Uſes, for which we receive - 
our Eſtates from God, was, that we might diſtribute 
from them to others, according to the Proportion of 
our Abilities and their Neceſſities; it muſt certainl 
follow, that if we have not diſpos'd of thoſe good Things, 
which he hath depoſited in our Hands, according to 
the Will and Intention of the Sovereign Proprietor, that 
we are guilty of groſs Miſ-application, and are as falſe 
in the Execution of our Truſt, as we ſhou'd be in kee 
ing an Eſtate to ourſelves, which a Friend by his Will 
had order'd upon his Death-Bed to be diſtributed to the 
Poor. 

What is the exact Proportion, which every Man is 
oblig'd to give out of his Eſtate, is unneceſſary and im- 
_ poflible indeed to determine; for there are ſo many dif- 
ferent Articles to be taken into the Account, which 
render almoſt every Man's Caſe a new one; and which 
frequently vary the Caſe of every individual Man, in 
his different Periods of Life, as Family, Dependents, 
Character and Station in the World, the Condition of the 
World itſelf about him, that it is in vain to attempt to 
fix one univerſal Rule, which ſhall invariably hold at all 
Times and in allPlaces: Every Man here muſt be left to 

be 
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be his own Caſurft, and to determine for himſelf upon the 
whole of his Affairs, by his own Prudence and Diſcretion. 

But however, as every Wiſe and Prudent Man will be 
apt to fix ſome general Rules, by which he will chuſe to 
govern the Diſtribution of his Charity in the common 
and ordinary Courſe of Things: So the Liberal and Be- 
neficent Man will be ſure to take Care, that the Rule 
which he ſhall preſcribe to himſelf for this Purpoſe, 
{hall be as large and extenſive, as his Circumſtances will 
well and reaſonably admit of. He will take Care to do 
his Diligence to give gladly; to live frugally to give 
plentifully. He will take Care to regulate his Expences 
in his Furniture, his Table, his Houſes; and perhaps 
think that he has one too many, within the Bounds of 
Decency and Convenience, that he may have more to 
lay out upon Works of Beneficence and Charity. —He 
will abridge himſelf of all thoſe coſtly Follies and ſu- 
perfluous Expences of Pleaſure, which the Faſhion 
and Luxury of the Age have multiplyed upon us to a 
Degree, that muſt deſtroy our very Honeſty and Inte- 
grity, as well as our Charity; and which have already 
introduced ſuch a Venality and Corruption among all 
Degrees and Ranks of Men, as ſeems much too ſtrong 
for the weak Ties of Honour and Conſcience, and for 
the trifling Obligations, that the Love of Juſtice and the 
Sanctity of Oaths can lay upon them. 

In fine, he will be Juſt and Honeſt in his Dealings, 
Diligent in his particular Occupation, Plain and Simple 
in his Manners, Frugal in his OEconomy, Careful of 
the Education of his Children, and of the religious Be- 
haviour of his whole Family; that he may (for theſe 
Virtues are nearly connected with one another) be great- 
ly Liberal in his Charity. 

Virtues, for which our Predeceſſors in this City were 
once as much renown'd, as they were for the Abun- 
dance of their Wealth, and the Extenſiveneſs of their 
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Commerce, and which laid the Foundations of ſo many 
publick Charities, in, and about this great Metropolis, 
as are more for its true Ornament and real Grandeur 
than all its other Advantages which it ſo eminently 
poſſeſſes; and to the Practice of which we muſt return, 
if we think of preſerving, or reſtoring its antient Credit 
and Honour. 

4. But then Fourthly and Laſtly, the liberal Man 
will uſe all reaſonable Prudence and Diſcretion in the 
chuſing out proper Objects of his Lilerality. To give 
to all is an Impoſſibility; to give to every one without 
Diſcrimination, is rather Proſuſeneſs than Charity. For 
Perſons who beſtow their Alms ſo at random to every 
importunate Beggar, do not ſo much give, as ſquan- 
der away their Money; and by that Means do not only 
render themſelves incapable of relieving the Neceſſities 
of real and deſerving Objects; but frequently by ſuch a 
hazardous Liberality, inſtead of doing a Service, they 
may be acceſſory in doing a great deal of Injury both 
to the Perſons who receive their Charity, and to the 
Publick itſelf, by encouraging Vice and Idleneſs, and all 
the evil Conſequences of ſuch a Life ; and by maintain- 
ing Perſons in a Trade of begging by Day, and ſtealing 
perhaps by Night, whoſe Labour and Induſtry might be 
render'd uſeful to the State, if it were brought under a 
wiſe and proper Direction. 

We ſee and feel the Conſequences of ſuch miſ-plac'd 
Charities, every Moment we, paſs thro our Streets; 
which the Laws indeed have wiſely diſcountenanc'd : 
and which, I preſume, when we are a little more at Li- 
berty from our ſhameful Parry-Quarrels, which have 
only employ'd us abundantly too long, we ſhall take 
Care to put in a more vigorous Execution, than we have 
hitherto found Leiſure to do. | 

However, you will give me Leave to obſerve upon 
this Occaſion, that a ſteddy and diligent Execution of 
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the Laws againſt Vagrancy, and Drinking, and Gaming, 
and Leudneſs, and indeed againſt Immorality of all 
Sorts, which fall within the Cagnizance of them, 
would be of great Service and Benefit to your Houſes of 
Charity, by eaſing their Expences, and leſſening the 
Number of thoſe Objects, who are brought to ſeek for 
Relief in them. 

Idleneſs and Beggary, Vices and Diſeaſes, Drunken- 
neſs and Infirmities, are ſure to be connected, and the 
beſt Way to prevent the one is to remove the other. The 
good Magiſtrate therefore, whilſt he is doing his Duty 
in his Station to the Pub/ich, cannot fail of being a 
Friend to thoſe Heſpitals; for all thoſe who exert their 
Power to promote Diligence, and Order, and Frugali- 
ty within this City, do certainly prevent the Growth of 
Diſeaſes and Beggary in it ; and in Conſequence of ſuch 
Actions are as great, and upon ſome Accounts greater 
Beneffactors to thoſe Hoſpitals than thoſe, who by their 
Charities do immediately contribute to the Support of 
them: For he who prevents one Man from going into 
an Hoſpital, is at leaſt as great a Benefactor to that Hoſ- 
pital, as he who maintains one Man in it. 

I could not but make this Obſervation, which ſo na- 
turally offer'd itſelf. And might any Thing I have faid 
upon this Occaſion, excite all thoſe, who are more 
particularly concern'd in it, to exert themſelves in their 
ſeveral Stations, even under this Viete, and with regard 
to their Houſes of Charity in particular, as well as the 
Good of their Country in general, in giving a timely 
Check to that Growth of Vice and Immorality, and to 
that open Contempt af every Thing that is good and ſa- 
cred which is got to ſo great a Height amongſt us, and 
which if not prevented, muſt ſoon render us, in the na- 
tural Conſequence of 'Things, as well as by the juſt Judg- 
ments of God, as little and contemptible, as we be- 
come a prophane and irreligious People! 
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But I would obſerve in general to all, who hear me; 
that, in this Place however, the liberal Man can never be 
at a Loſs how to diſpoſe of his Charity. Here he is ſure 
of proper Objects to receive, and of an honeſt Applica- 
tion in adminiſtring, whathe gives; Here his Liberality 
may exert itſelf as ; far as ever he is able: Any one of 
theſe Hoſpitals is a proper Repoſitory of it. He may 
give the Preference to which he pleaſes ; but let him 
chuſe which he will, his Choice is a good one. And as 
he cannot be miſtaken in the Goodneſs of the Charity 
itſelf; ſo he is ſure, his Charity will not ſuffer from the 
Want of Vigilance, or Integrity, or Ability in Thoſe, 
whoſe Offce it is, and who think it their Honour too, 
to be employ d as Almoners of it. 

This indeed every one muſt be highly ſenſible of, 
who has ever had the Pleaſure of obſerving that great 
Decency and Order, and that exact Frugality and 
OEconomy, with which theſe Hoſpitals are govern'd. 
It is impoſſible to view them, and not to be ſtruck 
with the Uſefulneſs of the Deſigns, for which they are 
appointed; and with the — of the Manner in 
which they are executed. 

But for a ſufficient Proof of this, hear only the Teſti- 
mony of the Report, which now comes in order to be 
read ; before I proceed in the laſt Place, to ſpeak briefly 
to the Reward, that is propos d to the Practice of this 

Virtue. 

Here the Report was read of the ſeveral Hoſpitals, and 
the London Work-Houſe, by which it appeared, 
that in one Hoſpital or other, not leſs than 13752 
Perſons were relieved this Year. 


The faithful Report, which has been laid before you, 
concerning the preſent State of your Hoſp:tals, and 
which ſo particularly ſets forth the Nature and Varie- 
ty of your ſeveral Charities, the Uſefulneſs of their 
Deſigns, the great Good that i is done in them, in al- 
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moſt every Kind, in the beſt Kinds however of doing 
Good; and which at the fame time gives ſo great Teſti- 
mony of the Care and Integrity of their Governors, 
muſt render every Argument unneceſſary, which can 
be brought to move the Hearts of thoſe who ſhall hear 
me, of the liberal eſpecially, to unite in the generous 
Support of ſuch great and excellent Charities. | | 

The Report is the beſt Advocate for itlelf, and the 
ſimple and naked Recital of ſo much Human Miſery on 
the one Hand, and of ſo much Chriſtian Charity on 
the other (for here you ſee every Evil of Life, has a 
Charity adequate to the Nature and Circumſtances of 
it,) muſt be of greater Weight, and make a ſtronger Im- 
prefſion upon the Minds of thoſe who have ſeriouſly 
attended to it, than the moſt artful and moſt labour'd 
Exhortation can pretend to. 

For muſt not every Application to the Paſſions ap- 
pear cold and lifeleſs, in Compariſon to the Reaſon of 
the Thing, which ſpeaks itſelf with ſo much Force and 
Power? And if your Hearts will not be mov'd by hear- 
ing what Numbers of Perſons there are who are im- 

loring your Aſſiſtance from thoſe Charitable Houſes, 
* under all the ſore Diſtreſſes and Calamities of 
Life, under invincible Poverty and Fant, under moſt 
obſtinate Habits of Vice and 1dleneſs, under the different 
Imbecillities of Nouth or old Age, under incurable Di- 
ſtempers of Body or Mind; in Short, labouring under 
all the various Miſeries, to which human Life is ex- 
pos ' d: If ſuch a melancholy Detail, I ſay, of fo much 
Mo, in ſo many different Shapes, all of them uncom- 
fortable, and ſome of them miſerable beyond Expreflion, 
and which cannot even be heard without a Tear, will 
not move your Hearts to Tenderneſs and Compaſſion; 
Can it be expected, thatany Words or Language, which 


the Preacher ſhall uſe upon the Occaſion, can make an 
Impreſſion upon them? 
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I can ſafely therefore leave thoſe particular Charities 
to ſpeak for themſelves, and to be their own Orators, and 


indeed they are the moſt eloquent in their own Behalf, 
whillt I proceed | 


II. Secondly, as I propos'd, briefly to perſuade you to 
the Obſervance of this Daty in general, by ſetting be- 
fore you the Reward, that is promis'd to the Practice 
of it. 

And the Reward promis'd to the liberal Man in the 
Text is this, that his Liberality will be a Means of in- 
creaſing his Riches; and the more he gives, by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, the more he will be enabled to give: For 
the liberal Man ſhall be made fat; and he that water- 
eth, ſhall be water'd alſo Himſelf. 

A Maxim ſure quite oppoſite to the Sentiments of your 
notable and worldly Men, who think that from Pract- 
ice and Experience, they ought to be acquainted with 
all the different Arts of growing rich, and yet were 
never able to find Liberality in the Number of them. 
They have heard of Penury, and Uſury, and Fraud 
and Extortion, as ſure Infruments of Wealth; but 
never cou'd ſuppoſe that one Method of increafing 
Riches, was by giving them away; —and that their 
Wealth the more plentifully it fow'd out upon others, 
wou'd flow back again with additional Streams upon 
themſelves. 

This to their Apprehenſion, I ſuppoſe, is juſt the ſame 
Thing, as if to keep the Water within the River, we 
ſhou'd break down the Banks of it. But let this Con- 
duct appear as unaccountable as it will upon the Max- 
ims of worldly Policy; it was otherwiſe in the Eſtima- 
tion of the wiſeſt Man upon Earth, who upon mani- 
fold Obſervation had plainly diſcover'd, that Liberality 
amongſt others was one, and the ſure/; Road to Riches. 
And the Truth of this Obſervation, we ſhall be able to 

ſupport 
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both from the Reaſon and Nature of the Thi 


fu 
itſelf, and from the Conſideration of the Goodneſs 
Providence of God. 
From the Nature and Reaſon of the Thing, it is ob- 
ſervable, that Liberality is of wonderful Force and 
Power to reconcile the Eſteem and Affections of Men; 
and conſequently often proves a ſucceſsful Inſtrument 
in the Hands of the liberal Man of advancing him in 
his particular Trade, or Buſineſs, or Profeſſion. —All the 
World, ſuch are the Charms of Beneficence, delights to 
do a good Office to the liberal Man: And the Repu- 
tation of one handſome Action has been known to do 
a Perſon more real Service in the promoting his Intereſt 
in the World than the Acquiſitions or Hoards of Years. 
And then ſuppoſe, in the great Viciſſitude of human Af- 
fairs, that the liberal Man ſhall himſelf become an Object 
of the Liberality of others, — * s Obſervation, I 
believe, can ſupply him with I of thoſe, whoſe 
former Bounty to Others has viſibly rais'd up powerful 
Friends to Themſelves, and where they leaſt expected to 
find them : Nay ſometimes it has ſo happen'd, that in 
the Day of his Calamity and Diſtreſs, the liberal 
Man has ow'd all the Bread of his Old Ape, to the Mu- 
nificence of his Earlier Years; has lived, as it were, upon 
bis own Alms; and has had no other Support, but 
what he had laid in Store for himſelf, in thoſe ſeaſonable 
Charities, which his former Liberality, in the Day of his 
Proſperity, had conſecrated to the Honour of God, and 
to the Service of the Poor and Neceflitous: And perhaps 
too, his Children have been educated in thoſe very Ho- 
ſpitals, which in a better Day had been generouſly con- 
tributed to, by the Munificence of the Father. —They 
have been fed with the Liberality of their own Anceſt- 
ors, and the only Streams they have been refreſh'd 
with, have been deriv'd from thoſe Waters, which 


D 


Were 


| ( 18 ) 
were once ſupplied by the Piety and Charity of thoſe 
who ſtood in the neareſt Relation to them. 

And then above all this, He is ſure of the Favour and 
Prov. xix. Protect ton of Providence; for be that hath Pity upon 
17. the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and look what be layeth 

out it ſhall be paid him again. The merciful Actions 
of the liberal Man are not ſo much Gifts as Debts, 
which the Lord himſelf hath undertaken to diſcharge ; 
and He will be ſure not only to give a full Equivalent, 
where he has paſſed his own Word and Security for it, 
but even to return the Benefit which the liberal Man 
hath done to others, with abundant Intereſt and large 
Increaſe of Bleſſings upon himſelf and his Poſterity. 
And therefore, to conclude all, let me entreat you to 
have conſtantly in your View, upon all ſuch Occafions 
as this eſpecially, the great Reward that is promis'd to 
the Practice of Liberality. This Virtue, you fee, in 
the natural Courſe of Things, is almoſt ſure to be at- 
tended with Proſperity in this World; and then, as a 
ſweet Savour, it aſcends before God, and brings down 
Bleſſings of every Sort from Heaven. Let me intreat 
you therefore, in the Name of God, not to diſtruſt his 
Providence, which has ſo ſtrongly engaged itſelf ro the 
particular Care of the liberal and beneficent Man; but go 
on in Oppaſition to all the mean Suggeſtions of Avarice, 
to all the Temptations of Luxury, and to all the craf- 
ty Inſinuations of Scepticiſm and Infidelity, which 
wou'd deſtroy our Charity and Chriſtianity together. 
— 60 on, I ſay, for the Sake of Chriſt, and in 
Regard to our common Intereſt and Safety (for who 
knows but the Charity of ſome may be a Means of di- 
verting thoſe Judgments of God, which may be hang- 
ing over our Heads, for the extreme Impiety of others?) 
to imitate the great Examples of Charity which have 
been left you by your Predeceſſors in this City, whoſe 
Liberality to, and diligent Care of theſe Hoſpitals, has 
been 
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great an Inſtance of their Viſdom as their Cha- 


been as 
rity, by taking ſuch Meaſures to derive the Bleſſings of, 
God upon themſelves, —and by intereſting his Provi- 
dence ſo much in the Safety and Preſervation of their 
Succeſſors in it. | 
Always remembring, that the liberal Man has a ſure 
Promiſe from God, that his Bleſſing will go along 
with him in all bis Works; that he will be his Se- Deut. av. 
curity in every Want, his Safety in every Evil, his Pro- Pro.xxvii. 
tection in every Danger, and his Comfort in every Af- 27. _ 
fiction. In Short, that he has the particular Promiſes - 2 
of greater Increaſe of Wealth and Honour, of the Bleſſings Prov. xix. 
of Health, of Peace, and long 175 : That he has not on- _. 
y the Promiſes of every Thing that can be call'd | 
Happineſs in this Life, but of Comfort in Death, and 
of eternal Happineſs in the Life to come. 
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